Lymphocyte subpopulation with low membrane potential in the blood of cyclosporin- and prednisone-treated patients: in vivo selectivity for T4 subset.
Previous work on the mode of action of CsA revealed that this drug shifts the membrane potential of human periferal blood lymphocytes in vitro. Recently we have analyzed lymphocytes of cyclosporin-treated transplant patients. Membrane potential analysis with the DIOC6(3) fluorescence dye indicates that all the studied patients have a subpopulation of lymphocytes with low membrane potential and that this population is made up predominently of OKT4+ cells. However there is no correlation between the clinical events and the percentage distribution of lymphocyte subpopulations as defined by the membrane potential and the T4/T8 ratio of the total lymphocyte population.